JACOB HALSEY
the world who would have stood by me so in such a time
of need/' After this he rode very contentedly to the place of
execution, where he was tucked up with as little ceremony
as usual. This fatal day was Wednesday, the I st of April,
in the year 1691.
JACOB HALSEY
The Quaker Highwayman, who after being fooled by a
" Spirit " led a Life of Crime, and was executed
at Maidsfone in April, 1691
JACOB HALSEY was born in Bedford, the chief town in
Bedfordshire, of very wealthy parents, who were Quakers,
and accordingly bred him up in that persuasion from his
infancy.
When he was arrived at man's estate he pretended to
be wonderfully gifted, and the spirit abounded so powerfully
in him that he frequently held forth in the meetings of the
Friends twice or thrice a week. Nay, he either pretended
to be, or was, so very enthusiastically given, that he affirmed,
with all the gravity imaginable, that he nightly dreamed
dreams and saw visions, and had sundry comfortable and
enlightening revelations.
Hereupon one of his neighbours, an arch unlucky weed,
resolved to put Halsey's faith, or rather folly, to the test
whether he really believed what he pretended to affirm and
preaqh to others; which brought poor Jacob into a vqry ugly
scrape, as we shall see in the sequel; for this neighbour,
getting upon the house one night when it was very late,
called out twice or thrice, with a loud voice, to Halsey:
" Jacob, where art thou? " Halsey, at last hearing the voice,
starts out of his bed naked, and, running to the window
whence the voice seemed to come, cries out: " Here am I!
Oh, what is thy will? " Quoth the wag in the same voice,
who could hardly forbear laughing: "Arise presently,
Jacob, my beloved, my chosen one, and go to the church,
or rather steeple-house, and break all the windows*"
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